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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits the partial European search report under Rule 46(1) 
EPC relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents cited in the search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the following: 

The search Division informs the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover 
inventions other than the invention first mentioned in the claims, a further search fee must be 
paid for each of these inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of this communication. 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999. the search fee in force before 01 July 
1999 (EUR 869.-) or the equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable.- 
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC: 
See also OJ EPO 06/1999, 405. 

_ The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to the 
LJ present communication. 

™ Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 
uLl as well. 



Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to. the contrary, the search fee{s) will be debited on 
the last day of the period for payment. For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic 
debiting procedure, Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1999. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent appiication does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



A method for controlling the connections staggering of a 
memory card signals when said memory card is inserted into, 
or ejected from, an electronic apparatus. 

2. Claims: 10-12,17,18,19,20,21 

A method for controlling a memory system which includes 
logical blocks and physical blocks; wherein a 
logical/physical address translation table is used. 

3: Claims: 13-14 

A method for controlling a memory system wherein storage 
units, for managed file, are arranged on boundaries between 
predetermined units of a storage area. 

4. Claims: 15-16 

A method for controlling a memory system including files to 
be managed, data areas for storing the contents of said 
files, and a management area for storing the relationships 
between said files and said data areas. 

5. Claim : 22 

A method for controlling a non-volatile semiconductor memory 
system, which allows any one of various memory units to be 
detachably mounted in a body of said memory system, said 
method comprising a step of selecting a corresponding one of 
various error correcting means of said body in accordance 
with said one of various memory units mounted in said body, 
to carry out error correction. 

The common feature linking together the above groups of invention and 
defined by the independent claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 19, 20, 22 and 23, is the following: 

A method for controlling a memory system. 

This common feature, however, does not meet the requirements laid down 
in Rule 30 EPC. Consequently the application lacks of unity in the sense 
of Article 82 EPC. 
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